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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.01 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 26 November 2002 at 3.00 pm.   

For members’ information and to assist them with their planning over the next few days, I will shortly move the 
adjournment.  Mr Deputy President (Hon George Cash), it is my intention, as you may have perceived from my 
moving the special adjournment motion a moment ago, that the House will not meet next week, as had been 
thought possible, but will come back in the scheduled week, which is the week after next.  It is my hope in doing 
that, that on the Tuesday of that sitting week - that is, 26 November - we will be able to complete the debate on 
the Bill we are currently engaged on, the Railway (Jandakot to Perth) Bill 2002.  I will seek some assistance 
from honourable members to help achieve that aim.   

I forecast at this stage that I will seek the consent of honourable members to set aside the hour normally reserved 
for the urgency motion, and also the time slot and the priority that we normally reserve for the Address-in-Reply, 
to allow us the maximum possible amount of time to concentrate on the Bill.  It is also possible that, during the 
course of sitting on 26 November, I will seek leave of the House to sit a little beyond 11.00 pm so that we can 
finish that Bill in all its stages.   

Question put and passed. 

Ordinary 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.03 pm]:  I move -  

That the House do now adjourn.  

Child Rapist - Adjournment Debate 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.03 pm]:  I assure the House that the One Nation half hour will be cut 
very short today.   

It is not often I do this - in fact, I cannot think of when I have done it in the short time I have been in the House - 
but I wish to pass congratulations on to the Attorney General on his refusal to release the convicted child rapist 
back into the community.  There has been quite a bit of publicity on it in the newspaper recently.  I have spoken 
on this sort of matter in the House before.   

For those who are not informed on the issue, this man was convicted of child rape.  He served his time and was 
assessed by the do-gooders as having been rehabilitated and was released back into the community, only to re-
offend in a similar fashion very shortly afterwards.  He was sentenced again; he served out his sentence.  He was 
reassessed and considered to be rehabilitated.  He was released back into the community; and once again he re-
offended against a child.  He has now reached the end of his third sentence, and there is a lot of emotion about 
his having been in prison long enough and that he should be released back into the community, as once again 
they think he is rehabilitated, because he has reached the age of 65.  I do not know whether anyone in this House 
has reached the age of 65, but sexual prowess does not necessarily disappear at that age.  I congratulate the 
Attorney General on having the courage to do what is right.  He is not always renowned for doing the right thing, 
but in this case there is no doubt and I congratulate him on that.  

Derailed Locomotives - Adjournment Debate 
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [6.06 pm]:  In trying to fulfil the earnest wish of the Leader of the 
House of completing the passage of the railway Bill on our return, I thought I would try to get over some of the 
things I would otherwise have said in that speech now.  I could see that every member was agog to find out about 
the Maylands Pigeon Fanciers Club 

The PRESIDENT:  I would hate to think that Hon Peter Foss intended to anticipate the railway debate.  

Hon PETER FOSS:  No, I will talk about the Maylands Pigeon Fanciers Club.  In 1986, I travelled to Sydney on 
the Indian Pacific railway.  I was meant to leave Perth about 7.30 in the evening.  About 4.30 in the afternoon I 
received a telephone call from a friend who was a well-known practical joker.  She asked if it was my train that 
had just fallen off the railway at the Mt Lawley subway.  I would not believe this, because this person was a 
well-know practical joker.  Eventually, her husband confirmed that this was the case.  We went along to have a 
look at what had happened to our train.  It appeared that the Indian Pacific was being manoeuvred into East 
Perth railway station.  The locomotive was pushing a couple of flat cars in front of it, and had the rest of the train 
behind it.  As it came near the Mt Lawley subway, it fell off, and plunged down the embankment with the two 
flat cars.  Anybody who is familiar with that area knows that the embankment is very steep indeed.  That would 
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have been quite all right, except for the fact that, in the reserve next to the railway line at that stage was the 
Maylands Pigeon Fanciers Club.  I am not sure whether these engines weigh 40 or 80 tonnes, but two flat cars 
and a locomotive plunged down the bank within about a metre of the Maylands Pigeon Fanciers Club.  The club, 
which I understand was in session at the time of the accident, moved its premises shortly afterwards.  The shed it 
occupied was removed.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  It took flight after it took fright.  

Hon PETER FOSS:  Yes - one of the two.   

I thought I should raise that because the question of whether these derailments ever occur is not purely notional.  
It is fascinating that since then - 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  If it occurs on a road bridge, that is a different matter from when it happens on a railway 
bridge.  

Hon PETER FOSS:  Yes, it is.  The other matter I should raise is the fact that a cyclepath is being constructed 
along the railway, near the derailment site.  Presumably it is believed that cyclists are not as vulnerable to falling 
locomotives as pigeon fanciers.  There is something in that, because we all know that pigeons tend to come back 
to the same place and stay there, but obviously, the cycleway is being built on the basis that cyclists keep moving 
and will be there for only very short periods.  Therefore, they are less likely to be hit by passing locomotives.  
There is some logic in the notion that the risk is lower for cyclists than for pigeon fanciers.  It is an intermittent, 
rather than a regular, risk.  The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure will be 
able to take some advice on the risk of falling and derailing locomotives, which I think he pooh-poohed as 
something that never happened in Western Australia.  It does happen, but we seldom hear about it.  I would not 
want people to think that it is so rare that there was no-one in this House who had had personal experience of a 
derailed locomotive in Western Australia.  I have some other really good but more remote tales about 
derailments in the Pilbara, which I will not go into now.  I have had many a well-paid case involving a 
derailment.  There was another one at Geraldton.  

Hon Kim Chance:  There are some very good wheatbelt derailment stories.  

Hon PETER FOSS:  Yes, they are very productive of excellent work for lawyers.  I have had some excellent 
work from derailments, because they are generally productive of large amounts of damage, and the arguments 
over who should pay for it are fairly substantial.  They are more common than people realise, but someone who 
is not in the business might not know this.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 6.10 pm 
__________ 

 


